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Press Release:  For Immediate Release
Fill the Boot:  The City of Fairbanks Firefighters Association, IAFF L1324, is pleased to announce that this year area Firefighters collectively raised $34,513.17 through our annual “Fill the Boot” campaign.   Each year Fairbanks area Firefighters support “Jerry’s Kids” and the Muscular Dystrophy Association.  The money was collected by area firefighters at different locations around Fairbanks and North Pole holding out fire boots to passing traffic.  
Fairbanks Firefighters thank all Fairbanks area residents for their generosity and support.  This year, thanks to our community, we were able to slightly exceed last years record total.  The generosity of area residents, despite current economic factors is very impressive.  This money was collected via a collaboration of multiple area fire departments working together.  

City of Fairbanks Firefighters along the University of Alaska Fairbanks Fire Department, the Fort Wainwright Fire Department, the North Pole Fire Department, the Steese Area Volunteer Fire Department and the North Star Volunteer Fire Department participated in the fundraising effort.  It was because of this concerted effort that we were able to be so successful in raising funds for this worthy cause.  With these area fire departments working together we were able to exceed our expectations and minimize disruptions to the public by holding this event on one day instead of over several weekends.
This years event was kicked off by Mayor Whitaker, Mayor Strle and Mayor Isaacson donating the first dollars.

“This was yet another great example of all area firefighters, paid and volunteer, union and non union working together to support Jerry’s Kids and the battle against muscular dystrophy.  We wish to thank everyone who participated and each departments administration for supporting our efforts” said FFA President Dominic Lozano.
The donation will be included in the annual presentation from the International Association of Firefighters to Jerry Lewis on the Labor Day Telethon.  Last year the International Association of Firefighters raised over $27,000,000.00 nationwide and is MDA’s largest single contributor.

Fairbanks Fire Department Open House:  On July 25th the Fairbanks Fire Department, sponsored jointly between the Fairbanks Fire fighters Association L1324 and the City of Fairbanks Fire Department, held their annual “Open House”.  It is estimated over 1,100 people attended and enjoyed fire station tours, fire apparatus displays and various children’s activities including spraying a fire hose and a large fire truck slide.  Visitors enjoyed free hot dogs, chips, popcorn, soda and balloons all provided by the Fairbanks Firefighters Association L1324 with generous discounts from local vendors.
“This is a great opportunity for the public to get in touch with the fire department and learn a little about what we do.  It is fun for parents and kids, we really enjoy doing it.  Anything that increases awareness of the services we provide and increases public safety is well worth doing” said L1324 President Dominic Lozano.

The event was held immediately following the Golden Days Parade and is tentatively scheduled again for Golden Days next year.

Fairbanks Firefighters Association Celebrates 50 years:  The Fairbanks Firefighters Association L1324 just celebrated its 50th anniversary.  Formed in 1959 the Fairbanks Firefighters Association (FFA) represents 42 employees of the City of Fairbanks Fire Department.  The Firefighters Association in partnership with the City of Fairbanks provides Paramedic level ambulance, fire suppression and rescue services to the City of Fairbanks.
For further information please contact:

Dominic Lozano
President, Fairbanks Firefighters Association L1324

590-2109
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