Fairbanks Firefighters Association

International Association of Firefighters, Local 1324


[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


Press Release: 
For Immediate Release.

The Fairbanks Fire Fighters Association has voted to accept a new collective bargaining agreement with the City of Fairbanks.  The new agreement, passed by the Fairbanks City Council on July 7th, will tentatively go into effect August 1st.

Members passed the agreement even though they expressed concern over the lack of an increase in minimum staffing levels.  “Proper staffing was the membership’s number one priority for this contract and removing the staffing clause caused the vote to be much closer,” said negotiating team member Brian Davis.

There has been no increase in the Fairbanks Fire Departments minimum staffing levels since the early 1990’s despite steadily rising emergency call volumes and staffing levels that fall well below national standards.  Over 1200 times a year the City Fire Department handles multiple emergencies at the same time, and twice since January simultaneous building fires have occurred taxing the department’s resources.
“The City wants to ability to set any increase in staffing levels, they view it as a management right.  Here is their opportunity to prove they can and will provide sufficient staffing for the fire department without it being a contractual obligation.  There is no doubt we are understaffed, having an Engine Company in Aurora with only two people is a safety concern for the residents and for our firefighters,” stated Union President Dominic Lozano.

Passing of this contract also settles the long outstanding lawsuit between the Fairbanks Fire Fighters and the City.

The Fire Fighters Association hopes the resolution of this contract will allow the City and the Association to forge ahead with a better, stronger relationship. “We want to get this behind us and move on.  We see this as an opportunity to start fresh with the City Administration and work hard at providing the best service we can to the residents of Fairbanks” stated President Lozano.

For further information please contact:
Dominic Lozano, President

Fairbanks Firefighters Association

590-2109

�





�









