The Fairbanks Fire of 1919:
The second biggest fire to ever occur in Fairbanks happened on Wednesday February 5th, 1919. It started at night and burned into the morning. There was no weather report for Fairbanks in the paper, but from one article the temperature seemed to be about -10 to -20 degrees below zero. 

It seems to have started in the basement of Beam and Chamberlains on first Ave., east of Cushman. The smoke had reached "the height of the chairs. Charley Beam and Alderman Wilbur raised the trap door in the floor, and the smoke began to pour up from the basement."   About the same time "it had been noticed in the shape of flames from inside the Fairbanks clothing store," according to the News Miner. 
 
The hose wagon pulled up to the hydrant on 2nd and Cushman and a hose line was connected to the hydrant. It then was taken to 1st and Cushman where because of a shortage of manpower in the fire department that day the hose wagon driver jumped off the apparatus to help getting the second line laid with the help of citizens. As he got off the rig he yelled at someone near the front of the horses to hold them. If you read the article about the 1906 fire, Fairbanks had no fire pumper apparatus and had to connect hose lines to the hydrants directly. The NC Co, who supplied the water for the hydrants would then raise the water pressure to get adequate streams to fight fire with.
 
The fellow who had been asked to hold the horses apparently didn’t, and a short while later the horses bolted and ran across the Cushman street bridge. In the November 27th, 1948 edition of the Fairbanks Daily News Miner and the first article about the fire on February 6, 1919 it was said that "The team of horses pulling the rig bolted across the bridge and headed for the hill."  Well they never made it to the hills, a fellow walking near the north side of the bridge was able to stop the team and bring the hose wagon back across the bridge. 
 
As stated in the News Miner, "By that time the flames were in sight on buildings on three streets, and all the department could do was play the hose on the burning area in an attempt to hold the fire, as even then they couldn't get at the seat of it." 
 
Getting to the fires in the crib, wooden, basements was impossible. There was a wood chute into Hoyt and Kellys on Cushman, but wood for the furnace in the basement was piled in front of the chute and a hose stream couldn't be directed into the basement. The wood was removed but then a door blocked the rest of the basement. There was also no way to get into the basement from the inside because of the amount of fire inside the buildings.
 
The fire had spread to the 'Farmers bank, the Tanana Club, Law offices of M.E. Stevens & Leroy Tozler, and the private offices of Charles Thompson and Crawford & Co.", according to the News Miner. Several other businesses were also destroyed or damaged. 
 
The Fire Departments chemical wagon also answered the alarm. It was like a giant soda acid extinguisher and once emptied was useless. Also, the city council, in all there wisdom had cut manning for the department to save money. There were only two firefighters on duty at the time. The Fire Chief was on duty. In a later article the News Miner stated that there weren't enough men on duty to get the harnesses on the horses in a timely fashion. 
 
Without a pumper, my words, "streams were working here and there on the Fiery AREA, splitting the output of water up so that no nozzle could throw a stream over the top of a two story building and they fought on, doing what they could until the roof of the Bredlie pool hall building on first Ave fell in and stopped the fire on the first Avenue side from progressing by doing so, as far as first avenue was concerned. The fire department then centered its efforts upon stopping the fire at the Bredlie shoe store building on second Avenue and succeeded in doing so, which saved the Pirates, the Bredlies and the rest of the street to the east." 
 
The Bredlies lived above their shoe store on second avenue. People in Fairbanks were a hardy bunch and readily volunteered to help save the stock in stores and help man fire hoses. A News Miner article stated, "at the Bredlies Second avenue shoe store the loss was from moving and broken windows. The Bredlies lived over the store and their piano and household goods had to be thrown too the street from a second storey window, which did not improve the effects materially." 
 
On the January 21, 1919 sixteen days before the 1919 fire the News Miner said the fire department was losing fire fighters to save the city money." It also said that "when fire calls were answered, there weren't enough people on duty to close the doors to the fire hall and "had caused the steam and water pipes in the fire hall to freeze. Which is poor business." 
 
Low water pressure during the 1919 fire was caused by, "The suction valve of the water pump broke and despite the fact that they used 14 cords of specially dried wood and three crates of bacon to speed up the engines the force would not materialize because of the broken valve. The N.C. Company has since replaced the hard rubber seat of the suction valve with a brass one." 

The fire hydrant at 2nd and Cushman was the only hydrant used according to the Fire Chief . The hydrant at third and Cushman was connected to, but never used. The News Miner, said that Fire Chief Gohres report on the fire said, "Twelve lines of hose were brought into action and one line laid from the hydrant at third avenue and Cushman street from which the water was not turned on. In the aggregate 5- 250 feet of hose was laid." 
 
On the April 22 the city council decided to increase the manpower of the fire department and appointed Jack Buckley as Fire Chief. An article in the News Miner about a report written on the 1919 fire stated, " When for nine hours on four days of the week there were only two men on duty at the Fire hall, or not enough men on duty to get out the two teams and their wagons. Yesterday was one of those times and the fire came." 
 
The News Miner said on August 27, 1919, "Fire truck is one of needs. Last night at the council meeting the city Dads took up there annual feat of deliberating over the purchase of an auto truck for fire department, to save about a million dollars a year in feed for the horses.” Also," The cost of several fire trucks were discussed and it appeared as if the council was waiting for the cost of Fire Trucks to drop. They decided not to buy any." 
 
On February 10, 1920 the council ok' d the purchase of an auto chemical fire fighting apparatus. It was "a double stacked chemical truck, of the "Ford Worm" class."  
 
The new Chemical truck arrived in Fairbanks in July of 1920 and a Hose Truck arrived in October of 1920. Each a Model T Ford. Both were delivered by steam ship to Valdez and then driven to Fairbanks.
 
On October 25, 1920 the horses were sold at auction and the paper read, " After many years of faithful service with the Fairbanks fire department, the last of the old reliable's, Prince and Duke were put up at public Auction on Saturday afternoon and found a new owner and home." 

"Chief Elmer Sanderland acted as the auctioneer and although there were many horse men present the bidding was not brisk by any means." 
 
"Prince and Duke were finally knocked down for $225 at which price Charles Bergenson became their owner."
 

Researched and written by retired Fire Captain Jack Hillman
